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IN THE ARMED FORCES TRIBUNAL, REGIONAL BENCH, KOLKATA

APPLTCANT (S)

RESPONDENT (S)

Legal Practi t ioner of appl icant

Mr.  Kapur  Chand Garg

ORDER SHEET

APPLICATION No : T A 47 of 2012

N. Kameswar i

Un ion  o f  l nd ia  &  5  Ors

Legal Practi t ioner for Respondent (s)

Mr.  Anup Kr .  B iswas (Res.  1 to  3)

ORDERS OF THE TRIBUNAL

AdedJtlo. : r Dated : 10.04.2013

Mr.  Kerpur  Chand Garg,  ld .  adv.  for  the appl icant  is  present .

Mr.  Anup Kr .  B iswas,  ld .  adv.  appears for  respondents 1to 3.

In  compl iance wi th our  ear l ier  order ,  Br igadier  Somnath

Banerjee, Commandant, Air Defence Centre and Station

Commander,  Gopalpur  a long wi th Capt .  Majo j  TS f rom :Signal

Records,  Jabalpur  have appeared in  person.  They have expla ined

the steps taken by the respondent  author i t ies to  prov ide an

employment  on compassionate ground to the appl icant ,  who is  a

hapless rnrar widow. We are, however, not much impressed by

the submissions made by them with regard to sincerity of efforts

made. l ' lowever, i t  is evident that some degree of

corresporrdence has taken place to obtain a post suitable to the

appl icant 's  employment .  As submit ted by the Centre

Cornmanrlant, Brig. Banerjee, the matter is under active

consideration at the highest level of Ministry of Defence and

with the Chief of Army Staff,  and he expects some posit ive

response wi th in a shor t  per iod.  Lt .  Col .  Ani l  Chandra,  OlC,  Legal

Cel l ,  HQ, Bengal  Area,  suppor t ing Br ig .  Baner jee,  submits  that  he

would e l rsure an ear ly  communicat ion f rom the concerned
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respondents, which would effect ively give rel ief to the applicant

by prov id ing her  wi th a su i tab le compassionate appointment .

We also observe that no efforts have been taken either bV the

Signal  Recr : rds,  Jabalpur  or  by the Stat ion Commander,  Gopalpur

with regard to obtaining a vacancy from the Govt. of Orissa,

although there is provision in the State Govt. to provide such

employmernt opportunit ies to deserving ex-servicemen,

especia l ly  to  a war  widow. Br ig .  Baner jee has assured th is  cour t

that they would take up the matter with the Govt. of Orissa

appropriately. Brig. Banerjee further clari f ied that they have

enough concern for the war widows and i t  is for this reasorr that

the appl icant  has cont inuously  been employed in  CSD Canteen

although i t  is a temporary regimental appointment. At the same

time, he has assured us that al l  efforts would be taken by

fo l lowing appropr ia te procedures to obta in a c lear  vacancy f rom

MP 4 (Civ) Army HQ, Ministry of Defence, New Delhi to one of

the uni ts  in  peace establ ishments located in  Gopalpur  and for

this purpose expedit ious action is already in progress. The

matter wguld be taken up with an appropriate statement of case

afresh, ' i f  necessary so as to ensure that the applicant is provided

with a deserving employment and is not to suffer any longer

being ong of  our  own war widows.  l t  was impressed upon Br ig.

Baner jee that  Ind ian Army is  known for  tak ing care and showing

concern for i ts own soldiers and their widows, more so, for those

wiclows whose husbands sacri f iced their l ives in war l ike

condi t ions,  which is  the case wi th regard to the present

appl icant .  Br ig .  Baner jee has assured that  he would l ive up to

such t rac l i t ion of  lnd ian Army and wi l l  ensure that  he as wel l  as

the ent i r r3  organizat ion in  Gopalpur  wi l l  make a l l  poss ib le ef for ts

in  r ight  earnest  to  prov ide solace and employment  to  the war

widow-a;cpl icant.

Mr.  Anup Kumar Biswas,  ld .  adv.  for  the respondents and Lt .
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author i t ies to  complete a l l  formal i t ies for  obta in ing a vacancy I

and g iv ing the appl icant  a su i tab le employment .  We are of  the I

view that i t  is reasonable to give that much t ime to respondents

to comply wi th our  d i rect ion.  ln  the meant ime,  we make i t  very

c lear  that  the regimenta l  employment  that  has a l ready been

given to the appl icant  on temporary basis  should be cont inued

and she should not  be depr ived of  her  l ive l ihood.

Mr.  Garg has made a submiss ion that  the suf fer ing of  the

appl icant  is  cont inu ing but  at  the same t ime has d isp layed fu l l

fai th with the authorit ies that they would f inal ly r ise to the

occasion and would prov ide an employment  to  the appl icant .

Let the rnatter be adjourned to 26J.I3 for hearing. Part heard

stands reh:ased.

The fur ther  presence of  Centre Commandant ,  Gopalpur  and

represent;at ive of Signal Records, Jabalpur be dispensed with

frorn hereafter. We also record our appreciat ion for the personal

presence of  Br ig  Baner jee and Capt .  Mahesh to expla in th is  Cour t

the progress of the situation.

Let a plain copy of this order duly countersigned by the

Trikrunal Off icer be furnished to both part ies on observance of

due procerdure.

(LT.  GErN K.P.D.SAMANTA)
METVlBER(A)

(JUSTICE RAGHUNATH RAY)
M EM BER(J )


